
TTHH EE  SSHH II LL OOHH   MM EESSSSEENN GGEERR   

PPuubbll iisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  
SShh ii ll oohh   CCuu mm bb eerr ll aann dd   PPrr eessbbyytt eerr ii aann   CChh uu rr cchh   

 

November 25, 2008 DECEMBER NEWSLETTER Issue No. 23 

             
 

Oh Yes, We Need a Little Christmasé 

 

 )ÔȭÓ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÎÅÅÄ ÉÔȢ  4ÈÅ ÄÁÙÓ 
leading up to Christmas can ÂÅ ÓÏ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ȰÓÔÕÆÆȱ 

and things to do that we may find ourselves 
ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȟ Ȱ(Ï× ÓÏÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÁÎ ÇÅÔ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
ÎÏÒÍÁÌȱȢ  !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
holidays just like everyone else (or maybe even a little more),  I 
also wish in some sense that Christmas was never over.  4ÈÁÔȭÓ 
right you heard me correctly.  That might be why I keep my 
Christmas lights burning all year long.  It reminds me of 
something that only seems to me to happen once a year.   I ÃÁÎȭÔ 
wait for that moment on Christmas Eve night, when all the 
stores (or most of them at least) are closed and everyone has 
scurried off to family and friends.  We have gathered together 
for worship each bringing whomever may be at our house.  We 
have communed with God and each other and have ended with 
the candlelight singing of Silent Night accompanied by guitar.  
Then aÓ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÓÌÉÐÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ-ÅÒÒÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȱ 
the miracle begins.  For on that night, the world seems to stop 
for one short period of time, and breathes a sigh ɀ  of peace and 
hope.  On Christmas Eve, as I drive home from my parentȭs 
house from playing our annual bridge game at almost midnight, 
the world seems different ɀ ÏÒ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÍÅȢ  4ÈÅ 
anticipation of what joy and surprÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ȬÍÏÒÒÏ× ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ 
is coupled with the calm quiet stillness of a blessed night.   The 
ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÖÅÌÏÐ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÓÐÅÒ ȰÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ 
always ÂÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȱȢ  /Î ÔÈÉÓ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÑÕÉÅÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
hope is renewed. 
 May you and yours this Christmas feel a renewed hope in 
the blessed gift of a Savior, Jesus. 

 

òThe Christmas Message ó 

Sunday, December 14 5:30 pm  

Our annual Christmas play and musical will feature the 

Chancel Choir, Childrenõs choir and people of all ages in the 

church acting  out the drama of the Christmas Story.   Choir and 

actors will practice on Wednesday, Dec. 10 th  beginning at 6:00 

pm and on Saturday, Dec. 13 th  beginning at 10:00 am.  Everyone 

should be at the church on Sunday the 14 th  by 5:00 pm to dress 

for the program a t 5:30  pm. 

The play will be followed by a covered dish dinner of 

finger foods in the fellowship hall.  Everyone is asked to have 

their food here at the church  by 5:15 pm so that the Events 

committee members may enjoy the play also.  
 

Hanging of the Greens  
Thursday 12/4 at 9:00 am  

and Friday 12/5 at 5:00 pm 
 
Shiloh has been blessed to have John and Joann Foster 

take on the mammoth job every year of decorating the church for 
Christmas.  I am truly grateful for the wonderful job they have done 
and the many, many hours over several years they have dedicated 
to seeing that Shilohôs ñhalls are deckedò and beautiful inside and 
out, top to bottom.  This year we want to lighten their load and 
show them how much we appreciate their efforts throughout the 
years by making sure that they do not have to do it all themselves.  
They are willing to continue to hang the greenery and wreaths, but 
want to pass on their knowledge of putting up the Chrismon tree 
and the other decorations to others in the congregation. 

We will need a few men and other able bodied, non-
dayworkers to come on Thursday, Dec. 4 at 9:00 am to put up the 
tree.  Then on Friday Dec. 5 beginning at 5:00 pm (or earlier if you 
can come) we will put the Chrismons on the tree and finish the rest 
of the decorating.    
Please come and help decorate one of these two days so that many 

hands will make light work of decking Shiloh out for Christmas.

 

Come Be A Part of Our Family!  
 

If you are reading this newsletter, and do not 

have a church home, we invite you to come and 

worship and be a part of our church family.  

 Worship is at 10:30 a.m. with Sunday School  

for all ages  beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the 

sanctuary.  

 We would consider it a blessing to have you 

come ð just as you are ! 
 
 

 

IF YOU WOULD RATHER NOT  BE ON  

our ne wsletter mailing list ,  please  

email us at  shilohcpc@embarqmail.com  or  

call the church office  

and leave a message 639 - 3763 .  

 

 

PASTORôS OFFICE HOURS 

Monday Off 

Tuesday ï Friday  10:00 a.m. ï Noon  

Tuesday ï Friday 2:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

Other times by appointment. 
 

Those Serving in December 

Greeters ï John and Joann Foster 

 

 
Help Us Lord to Be Faithfulé 
 

 In In  In  
 Learning  Worshipping  Giving   
 

10/26  39 83 $1,015.50 
11/2  67 108 $3,556.10 
11/9  54 ?           ? ï not listed on board 
11/16  48 83 $1,384.70 
11/23  54 89 $1,629.00 

 

 

CPW MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER 
 
SARAH CIRCLE will have their Christmas luncheon 
meeting on Thursday, December 4

th
 at 12:00 noon at 

Francescaôs .   
 

 

 

Lydia Circle will meet for their C hristmas Party 

on Thursday, Dec. 4 at 5:30 pm at the home of 

Sheila Stevens 1266 Shiloh Road.  Please , if you 

want, bring a finge r food and a $5 gift to 

exchange.  I f you have any questions or need 

more information contact Sheila at 571-4793 .  
 

 

 

 

mailto:shilohcpc@embarqmail.com


 

 
2009 Is ALMOST HERE! 

 
HELP! We will be publishing our Shiloh History and It's Families 
soon.  We need your help.  Please send us your family story, funny 
stories and or fond memories of Shiloh Church.  This is for our 150 
years, of our church building celebration in 2009.  2009 will be here 
soon, so take just a few minutes of your time and send us your 
thoughts of Shiloh and your family and give to me or 
Pastor Tammy.   

Charline Needham 
 

 
LYDIA CIRCLE NEWS 

 November 6, 2008 the Lydia Circle met at the home of 

Molly and Mark Wall.  There were 8 ladies present and Mark 
Wall joined us for dinner having prepared a lot of the meal.  It 

was our Thanksgiving Dinner and then Mark gave our program 

on the story of Ruth.  We all enjoyed the wonderful fellowship 

that we share and then had a brief business meeting afterward.  

Shiloh CPC has two circles available for the ladies to attend and 

is always happy to welcome anyone who would like to come to 

their meetings.  They both meet on the first Thursday of the 

month.  The Sarah Circle meets at noon usually at the church.  

The Lydia Circle meets at different homes of the members at 

5:30 pm  All meetings are announced in the newsletter and the 

bulletin.  Please feel free to come and enjoy a blessing of 

fellowship.  The next Lydia Circle will be having our Christmas 

Party together at the home of Sheila Stevens.  Everyone is 

requested to bring a $5 or less gift to exchange with each other.  

We wish all a very Merry Christmas and fabulous New Year. 

  Molly Wall, president  

 
Denomination Center Offering 

 Our Denomination center employees moved into the new 
Denomination Center Building in Cordova Tennessee in August of 
this year.  The 2007 Session voted to pledge the suggested $100 
per 85 active members (as of 2005) to be paid over a 3 year period.  
Our second installment of that pledge will be sent before the end of 
this year. If you would like to help fund the $33 per year per active 
member that we are giving to the building center please place your 
additional offering in the offering envelopes provided in the pews 
and designate it for ñCenter Fundò.   

Congratulations to Brenda Hankins winner of 
Jane Fosterõs Christmas Lap Quilt.   

CPCôs CORNER 
CPCôs will meet on Wed. 1 2/ 3, and 12/10 at 5:15 

pm and on Sat. 12/13 at 10:00 am. for Christmas 

play practice.  They  should be at the Church on 

12/14 by 5 :00 pm to prepare for ñThe Christmas 

Messageò play.  Following the play, everyone will 

meet in the Fellowship hall for dinner and a 

special guest.  

 

 
 
 
To the Lydia Circle: 
A very special thank youéfor being so very thoughtful! 
   Mission Soup Kitchen 
  Thank you, Carolyn Akins and Anna Maddox 
    

J Chris and Page Douthat  for making the new table for our growing 
chime choir.  

J Eddie Dobson, Harold Dean Hartman, and Curtis Rasnake for 
completing Pastor Tammyôs ñpunch listò 

J Outgoing Elders or planting mums and spring bulbs outside the 
pastorôs window. 

J Jerry Hankins, John Howe, Mark Wall, & Peggy Howe for helping 
lead worship during Pastor Greeneôs vacation. 

J Steve and Sue King, Haskell and Charles Bowman, Chris 
Douthat, Eddie Dobson, and Artie Wehenkel for removing the dead 
tree in the front of the church.  A new tree will be planted in the spring 
to mark the 150th year since Shilohôs building (the portion where our 
congregation now sits) was completed in 1859.  We may even plant a 
time capsule with it commemorating the occasion. 

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 

If your holiday plans allow please come to 

celebrate the birth of the Christ child in a 

Candlelight Communion Service on 

Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m.  The service 

should last about 35 minutes and you and 

your friends and family of all ages are 

invited to come as you are.  
 
 

  DECEMBER PARTIES AND MEETINGS 
Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
December 14

th
 during worship to elect new elders. If you 

would like to nominate someone from the floor, 
remember that the person must be contacted prior to 
their nomination and must be willing to serve.  
 
Bible Study will not meet the month of December. 
 
Chancel Choir will not practice on Christmas Eve or New 
Yearôs Eve. 
 
Chime Choir will not practice on Christmas Eve or New 
Yearôs Eve 
 
CPCôs will meet on Wed. Dec. 3 & 10, Sat. Dec. 13 at 
10:00 to practice for the Christmas play which is on Sun. 
Dec. 14 No Childrenôs Activities from Wednesday Dec. 
17 till the new year.   CPCôs will begin for the new year 
on Wed. Jan. 7. 
 
The Lighthouse Chatroom Sunday School Class will 
have their Christmas party on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 6:30 
pm at the home of Chris and Page Douthat, 130 
Pinestraw Ridge, 639-1062   It will be BYOD ïñBring 
your own Dinnerò  that way you only have yourself to 
blame if you donôt like the food ï and hopefully it wonôt 
be as much of a burden on anyone. 
 
ñFollowers of Godò Sunday School class will have their 
Christmas part on Sunday Dec. 14

th
 during the Sunday 

School time.  Food will be provided. 
 
The Don Alexander Sunday School Class will have their 
Christmas Party at the home of Mark and Molly Wall on 
December 20

th
 at 6:00 pm.  Meat and tea will be 

provided and other members are asked to bring a 
covered dish of their choice.  Also a $5.00 gift is 
requested for gift swapping with each other.  We found 

http://www.reverendfun.com/


this a lot of fun in the past.  All members are invited and we look 
forward to this fellowship with our class. 
  Mark and Molly 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
With Christmas j ust around 

�W�K�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U�����L�W�¶�V���W�L�P�H���W�R���R�U�G�H�U��
poinsettias to decorate the church. 
Poinsettias may be given in honor or 
in memory of someone and a list will 
be included in the bulletin.  This 

year  you will also have the option to have the cost of a 
poinsettia d onated to the Coal Fund rather than actually 
purchasing the flower.  We want to have enough 
poinsettias to make our sanctuary look festive, but at the 
�V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I���I�O�R�Z�H�U�V���R�U��
have plants left with no one wanting them. If you want to 
purchase a poinsettia, or give a Coal Fund donation in 
�V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�¶�V���P�H�P�R�U�\���R�U���K�R�Q�R�U�����S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�H���I�R�U�P��
below or the one provided in the bulletin and either place 
it in the offering plate or give it to Worship Committee 
elders Jerry Hankins or C hris Douthat. The cost for either 
a donation or a poinsettia is $8.  Checks should be made 
out to Shiloh CP Church and designated for poinsettia or 
�&�R�D�O���)�X�Q�G�������3�R�L�Q�V�H�W�W�L�D�¶�V���P�D�\���E�H���S�L�F�N�H�G���X�S���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
worship on Sunday Dec. 21 st .   
------------------------- ----------------------------------------  
 
Please    ____ purchase a poinsettia  
 
  ____ donate to the Coal Fund  
 
  ____ either, whichever is needed.  
 
Circle one:  In memory of           In honor of  
 
______________________________________________  
 
___________ ___________________________________  
 
______________________________________________  
 
Given by: ______________________________________  

 
 
Session Meeting Highlights 

 

The session met in a regular meeting on 11/17.  Below are highlights from 
that meeting. 
Á Personnel Committee reported they had met with Pastor Greene and 

discussed her annual evaluation.  They notified her that the Session 
approved unanimously on roll call vote a new contract to keep her 
annual salary the same at $30,800 with $7,200 in housing, increase 
her retirement from $1,000 to $1,200 per year and begin paying her 
mileage for church related visits and trips at the IRS rate of .55 per 
mile.  Linda Babb, church custodian, salary was raised from $70 to 
$75 per week. 

Á Nominating Committee chairman Jerry Hankins presented the 
compiled list of persons suggested to serve as elder.  He was very 
pleased with the number of suggestions turned in by the 
congregation.  The Session discussed the importance of having a 
good balance and representation on the session with each class 
having both new elders and elders who have previously served.  As of 
press time, names cannot be released for the slate of elders the 
session will be submitting to the congregation for nomination, since 
they were still being contacted by Pastor Greene on whether they 
were willing to serve. 

Á Pastor Greene reminded the outgoing elders that new elders would 
not assume their duties until the new year and their 
installation/ordination had occurred.  She encouraged them not to 
ódropô their duties until the new elders were trained and in place. 

Á Pastor Greene suggested the Session hold a retreat in January for 
spiritual team building and for determining Godôs direction for Shiloh 
in the coming year(s).   

Á Allowed Pastor Greene to carry over a Sunday vacation day and 
returned a day of vacation to her for time she spent working on her 
vacation.  

Á The dead tree out front will 
be cut on 11/22 with a new 
tree to be planted in the 
spring when the ground is 
warmer. 

 


