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GOD GATHERS HIS PEOPLE 

Prelude and Lighting of the Altar Candles 

Welcome Welcome to the visitors we have with us today.  Please fill out a welcome card 

and place it in the offering plate.  Children’s bulletins and worship activity 

packets are available in the narthex.  A nursery is provided downstairs. 

*Choral Call to Worship  “O Come, Let Us Adore Him”   

 O come, let us adore him (repeat 2 more times); Christ the Lord. 
 We’ll give him all the glory (repeat 2 more times); Christ the Lord 

*Call to Worship      - from Psalm 148 

One: Fill the air with Christmas praise! 

All: Praise the Lord from the heavens;  

  praise him in the heights!  

  Praise him, all his angels; all his host! 

One: Praise him, sun and moon; all you shining stars,  

  you highest heavens, you waters above the heavens! 

All: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars.  

  Wild animals and all cattle,  

  creeping things and flying birds! 

One: Kings of the earth and all peoples, old and young together! 

All: Praise the name of the Lord,  

  his glory is above earth and heaven. 

WE SPEAK TO GOD 

*Hymn of Praise #159 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”  with Chime Choir 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Forgive us, O God, for slighting your church,  

for making it less than you want it to be.  

Forgive us also for expecting it to be perfect,  

for thinking we can make it more than you know it will be.  

You have given us this treasure of the saving gospel of Jesus,  

and it is placed in this earthen vessel, your church on earth.  



You have called us to be your church,  

and we are no more than human.  

But we are no less than human,  

and with your grace we can serve you.  

Your life within us, your love around us,  

and your grace among us provide the gifts we need.  

In Jesusô name. Amen. 

Choral Prayer Response #536  “Open Our Eyes, Lord”  

Words of Assurance 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 

Prayer for Illumination    

Scripture Reading     

 Old Testament – Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 pg 1158 

 New Testament – Galatians 4:4-7 pg 1813 

 *Gospel – Luke 2:22-40 pg 1591 

   One:  Friends, this is the Word of God for the people of God. 

   All: Thanks be to God. 

*Gloria Patri p. 807  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen 

Anthem    “O Come All Ye Faithful” Chime Choir 

Children’s Sermon    
 Pre-school age children are welcome in the nursery following the children’s sermon. 

Sermon    “Ready for a New Beginning” Tammy Greene 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 

*Hymn of Commitment (insert)  “Praise You” 

Service of Ordination and Installation of Elders (insert)  

Debbye Kerns, Karrie Lietzke,  Betsy Reed,  

Bob Ross and Randy Weaver 

*Affirmation of Faith    The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   (*catholic means universal) 



Announcements and Prayers of the People 

Offerings   

Offertory       

*Doxology #809    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Offering Prayer   

GOD SENDS US INTO THE WORLD 

Hymn of Sending #21     “How Great Thou Art” vss. 1,3    

*Charge and Blessing     

*Choral Benediction  “May the Road Rise to Meet You” Congregation 
May the road rise to meet you, May the wind blow at your back, 
May the sun shine warmly on your face; May the rain fall softly on your field; 

And until we meet again, until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.  Amen. 

*Postlude     

*Those able please stand 
 

Greeters Serving today are: John and Joann Foster 
 

 

 

Whatôs Happening  

TODAY   9:00 am Chime Choir practice in the sanctuary 
       9:30 am Sunday School for all ages begins in the sanctuary 
   10:30 am Worship – Newly elected elders will be ordained and installed  

 

Wed 12/31 New Year’s Eve - No Wednesday evening activities for children or choirs 
 

Thu 1/1/09 Church Office closed – New Year’s Day Holiday 
 

Fri 1/2/09  4:00 pm Newsletter help needed 
NEXT WEEK & LOOKING AHEAD 
Tue 1/6/09 10:00 - Noon   Putting Up the Greens – morning session 
   5:30 - 6:30 pm  Putting Up the Greens – afternoon session 
   7:00 pm   Bible Study – Confession of Faith 
  

Wed 1/7/09 5:30 pm  CPC’s meet 
   6:00 pm Chime Choir practice 
   7:10 pm  Chancel Choir practice 

Snow Policy  
The decision of Shiloh CPC Elders and Pastor Greene is that we normally do not cancel 
worship services due to snow.  Please be safe when winter storms blow but for those who live 
close and are able to walk or travel safely, worship, in some form, will be held regardless of 
weather.  If we do cancel services for some reason, such as lack of electricity or heat, that 
information will be announced on the local radio stations and on our website at www.shilohcpc.net  

http://www.shilohcpc.net/


CPC Activities are usually cancelled when Greeneville City Schools are closed for snow.  



Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self 

 

Gracious God, we have left behind the gifts under the tree, signs of 

your love reflected in our relationships. We have placed in the plates 

the gifts of our finances given in a spirit of both duty and delight. 

But now we give you our hearts, our lives, our very self, in deep 

gratitude for your love. The story of Jesus touches us and evokes a 

strong response. Receive our best intentions, dear God, and renew 

our spirits daily that we may walk where you lead us and serve you 

all of our gifts. In Jesusô name we pray. Amen. 


